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hell ; — nor does he press as an advocate the characteristic ideas of his 
people against those of other churches. His statement is calm and 
scientific, and is fortified rather by fulness of Scriptural quotation 
than by rational argument. 

The exegesis on which Shakerism, as described by Mr. Evans, seems 
to be based, will seem to most Biblical students original, if not ludicrous. 
The interior sense of the Word is here brought out as none of the alle- 
gorists, from Origen to Swedenborg, have revealed it. To uninitiated 
readers the connection between the texts cited and the doctrines which 
they support must appear very remote ; and they will turn with more 
satisfaction to the statistical details concerning the sect, in despair of 
fully understanding its theology, or of appreciating its ethics. These 
details give the number of Shaker communities in the United States 
as eighteen ; two in Maine, two in New Hampshire, four in Massa- 
chusetts, one in Connecticut, three in New York, four in Ohio, and 
two in Kentucky. The number of members in all these communities 
is about forty-five hundred. The largest and oldest Shaker commu- 
nity is that at New Lebanon in New York, near the borders of Mas- 
sachusetts. It numbers six hundred members. Next in size is the 
community at Union Village, Ohio, which has five hundred members. 
The foundation of the sect in this country dates from August 6, 
1774, when Mother Ann Lee completed her Hegira and landed at 
New York. 

The perpetuation and growth of the Shaker sect is of course wholly 
by conversion. We know no facts to disprove Mr. Evans's assertion, 
that the Shakers, men and women, are true to their principles. The 
lives of their saints, which he appends, if not very remarkable, are at 
least as good as many which appear in the Romish Calendar. Shaker 
literature, including the present treatise, seems to be limited to nine 
works, five of which are pamphlets. 



13. — The Orescent and French Crusaders. By G. L. Ditson. New 
York : Derby and Jackson. 1859. 12mo. pp. 371. 

This volume is a great improvement on the previous works of Mr. 
Ditson. The work on " Circassia " was tedious and diffuse ; and the 
wretched typography of the " Para Papers " was not well redeemed 
either by the value of the matter or the grace of the style. In this new 
volume on Algeria, (to which the title, it may be remarked, is not very 
appropriate,) Mr. Ditson has gathered a considerable amount of valuable 
information, and has given the results of reading and travel in a quite 
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readable diction. The egotism of the previous volumes is not wholly 
avoided, yet it is here much less annoying. The different races of Alge- 
ria, Moors, Kabyles, Bedouins, and Jews, — the cities, Algiers, Constan- 
tine, Batna, Oran, Bona, — the seaboard, the mountains, and the desert, — 
all come into the account, and, if not very graphically presented, have 
at least each its individuality. A journey to Tunis and the site of 
Carthage is included in the survey, and notice is taken of the recent 
discoveries of Eev. N. Davis on that site. Where the author confines 
himself to facts, he is much more edifying than in his curiously made- 
up reflections. His meditations on the mosaics of Tunis, on the " bou- 
doirs " of an ante-Christian era, on " the Phoenician dame," on " a 
Dido's queenly train glowing with Tyrian dye," are amusing specimens 
of bathos. Such fine passages, however, rarely occur in the volume. 
In his historical sketches the author is less at home than in his descrip- 
tion of cafes and costumes. 

The marked peculiarity of this, as well as of Mr. Ditson's other books 
of travel, is an overweening fondness for pictures of female beauty, and 
the dress and habits of women. The excess in this style of portraiture 
will tire those readers whom it does not vex and disgust. Another un- 
pleasant feature of this author's writings is his light and superficial tone 
of remark about moral and religious movements. He sneers at the tem- 
perance societies and the " fanatics of New England." 

A great merit of this volume is its moderation of statement. There 
are no draughts on the reader's credulity, and no attempts to amaze by 
accounts of dangerous adventure. Mr. Ditson's travel in Africa seems 
to have been as safe as his travel in France, and he has no disposition 
to enhance its ditficulty or peril. 



14. — 1. Records of the Colony and Plantation of New Haven, from 1638 
to 1649. Transcribed and edited in Accordance with a Besolution 
of the General Assembly of Connecticut. With occasional Notes and 
an Appendix. By Chakles J. Hoadly, M. A. Hartford : Printed 
by Case, Tiffany, & Co. for the Editor. 1857. 8vo. pp. 547. 

2. Records of the Colony or Jurisdiction of New Haven, from May, 
1653, to the Union. Together with the New Haven Code of 1656. 
Transcribed and edited in Accordance with a Resolution of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Connecticut. By Charles J. Hoadly, M. A. 
Hartford : Printed by Case, Lockwood, & Co. 1858. 8vo. pp. 626. 

We have in these two carefully edited volumes another contribution 
to the primary sources of history. The towns which formed the origi- 



